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ABSTRACT

This study has 3 objectives: 1) To study the legal power relationships among central,
regional and local governments in a case study of the development of the historical site in
the center of Chiang Mai city; 2) To study the practical power relationships among central,
regional and local governments by studying the role of central, regional and local government units
in developing the historical site in the center of Chiang Mai city; and 3) To study problems and
obstacles of central, regional and local governments in developing the historical site in the center
of Chiang Mai city. A period of this study is in 2002 - 2006 A.D.

The development of the historical site in the center of Chiang Mai city was divided in
7 cases study: 1) Chiang Mai City Local Museum; 2) Development Chiang Mai City Historical
Tourism Centre Project; 3) Renovation Intakin Temple; 4) Chiang Mai City Arts and Cultural
Centre and the Monument of 3 Kings Area; 5) Chiang Mai City History Centre Project; 6) Lanna
Arts Centre Project; and 7) Central Park Project. The results of the study are as follows:

1. The legal power relationships among central, regional and local governments
indicate 3 appearances. First, central government has possessed local resources, for example, the
Fine Arts Department has maintained the Intakin ancient remains; the Office of National
Buddhism has handled the Intakin abandoned temple; and many central government units had an
ownership on the local land. Second, central and regional governments also have operated local

missions such as the Chiang Mai Office of Publics Works and Town and Country Planning made



the Intakin temple area planning without a local government unit’s participation. And the last,
the central government has controlled local government in many ways: through laws; establishing
central government units in local area; and budget control.

2. The practical power relationships also indicate 3 appearances. First, the central and
regional governments have intervened in projects operated by local government. Second, local
government units and the province lacked the main leader. The governor did not have an important
and outstanding role in these projects. The development of the historical site in the center of
Chiang Mai city was not seen in a holistic view. And the last, regional, local and especially central
governments, did not allow local people’s participation.

3. Central, regional and local governments encountered many problems and obstacles,
most was related to the time — consuming decision making of the central government, for example,
late renovation of Intakin Temple due to the Fine Arts Department’s consideration and; approval
long waiting for permission from central government units who have the ownership in the local
land and also asking again for permission from the Treasury Department; and late starting Central
Park Project because of late moving of the Chiang Mai Woman Correctional Institute.
The authority of each central, regional and local government units was main cause of these
problems and obstacles.

Moreover, this study demonstrates the centralization of the management and the
administration of local resources and missions, but local government power is fragmented to many
various central and regional government units depending on the authority of each ministry.

The dissolution of regional government or the change of province administration into
local government may decrease the problem of fragmented centralism and also further strengthen
decentralization. The Thai government can be therefore divided in 2 parts: central and regional
government’s no longer having regional government. There are 2 possible ways for the dissolution
of regional government: 1) the central government implements this solution quickly; and 2) the
central government implements this solution by increasing both of an efficiency and the authority
to local government, step by step, and finally a strong local government will replace regional

government.



