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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this study, The Process of Building a Strong Community
in Pai District, Mae Hong Son Province, were to (1) examine the process and methods
which can build a strong community in Pai district, Mae Hong Son province, (2)
investigate problems and obstacles of building a strong community in Pai district,
Mae Hong Son province. 60 subjects of this study were divided into three groups: 20
government officials working in Pai district, Mae Hong Son province, 20
administrators of Sub-District Administrative Office, and 20 community, private
sector, and youth leaders.

The findings showed that:

1. to establish a process and method that can build a strong community in Pai
district, Mae Hong Son province, community must participate in government policy
setting, and the policy must not be too complicated or large; that is, it must be
comprehensible, practical, and suitable for Pai district which is a small-sized
community that has its own uniqueness, simple lifestyle, and tradition which should
be preserved. In addition, the establishment of the government, private, local, and
community sector projects must be cooperatively carried out, and this policy must be
implemented in the projects focusing on the process of cooperative work.

2. problems and obstacles of building a strong community in Pai district, Mae
Hong Son province can be categorized as follows:

2.1 Economic problems: In the past, Pai district had a simple lifestyle, but
the community is now more civilized which causes changes in the way of life. As the
cost of living is higher than before, the villagers need to earn more income. Also,
overall products and services have become more expensive. For example, the sale of
agricultural products in the past could earn enough income for farmers, but when they



required more income, the plantations had to be expanded which made crop prices fall
as there were too many agricultural products in the market.

2.2 Social problems: This is the most important problem in Pai district.
The expansion of town destroyed the environment, resources, lifestyle, customs and
traditions through unplanned acceptance of modernization. Some groups of people
have started to seek benefits from the community. Also, educational opportunity of
people in the community is not equal to those in urban areas. In addition, the
problems of self prevention security from the inside and outside factors, such as
drugs, and natural disasters, affect the community all the time.

2.3 Political problems: These problems were caused by ignorance of the
community or tribal politics and government. In the past, the tribes would select the
leader only from their own tribe. However, today’s patronage system and political
group influence are playing a role on seeking benefits of the community, and this
causes conflicts between representatives during the selection of leaders.

From the results of this study, these problems can be solved by promoting
sufficiency economy and occupations that suit people of each tribe, focusing on living
in balance according to community condition. For social problems, prevention, action,
and resolution of each problem must be set up with participation of all sectors. For
political problems, the government must foster more knowledge, and understanding of
democracy to the community.



