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ABSTRACT

This independent study, “Commoditising Local Culture: A Case Study of
Horizon Village and Resort Hotel”, is the study which is aimed (1) to understand the
development of the boutique hotels in Chiang Mai, within the context of tourism
industry in the globalization, (2) to study a commoditization of local culture by
adapting the culture into the architectural and interior designs through the
commodities. The theoretical concepts of Culture Industry, Commodity and
Consumption and The Invention of Traditions are used in this study. The results of
this study are as followed; a history and Lanna cultures are selected and modified by
the entrepreneurs and the architects or even local people and cultural activists as a tool
in the processes of designing and building a hotel, it is part of the ways to add value
of the commodity. Forest and nature theme is one of the elements that the
entrepreneur and the designers used to construct a hybrid environment in order to
provide a space of experiencing in a fantasy world. Moreover, Lanna ways of life are
represented and displayed, in the house museum, to reflect the ways of life in the past.
In addition, the commoditizing processes of local culture in the construction of
boutique hotel also show the fact that in the present days, tourism is about image
consumption, rather than real experience in that visited place. One important strategy
in tourist marketing in the present thus relates to the construction of exotic experience
of place, which is artificial rather than real. These imagined worlds are structurally
determined by a diversity of cultured forms in those local places, in order to attract
tourists and to display various environments in the hotel, through its familiar services.



