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ABSTRACT

This study is retrospective cross-sectional (analytical) study, data was collected from
questionnaire of Understanding AIDS Project, by the Health Promotion Center of Maharaj
Nakorn Chiang Mai Hospital in cooperation with the Chiang Mai Women Prison in 2007. There
subjects were 880 questionnaire of overall 1,200 prisoners.

The results were showed that 51.6% wanted HIV’s test. Most of prisoners needed to
perceive their HIV status (76.5%), 71.2% of them had poor attitude about AIDS’s issue, and
49.6% misinterpreted that they shouldn’t use restroom together with AIDS persons. In other right
attitudes, 90.7% of prisoners didn’t mind for speaking with AIDS persons, 92.1% were
sympathized with AIDS persons, and 90.4% of them thought that AIDS persons can normally
participated in social activities. The subjects had medium level of AIDS knowledge, average
score is 5.48 (total score = 10). They had good knowledge in preventing the sexual transmission
of AIDS, but 64.9% still unawared in preventing the transmission from other routes, especially
tattooing and skin piercing. Majority of them uncertainly knew about progression of the disease
and antiretroviral drugs.

There was no correlation between AIDS attitude, knowledge and HIV’s test need. But in
subgroup analysis, it revealed that the number of HIV’s test-wanted prisoners disagree with social
isolation were more than the unwanted group (p=.001). However, further qualitative and in-depth
analysis study should be performed in HIV-tested prisoners to determine actual attitudes or

another factors that influencing their decision.



