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ABSTRACT

Leptospirosis is a communicable and a significant health problem in Thailand.
Farmer is a population at risk of leptospirosis. The purpose of this descriptive study was to
examine leptospirosis prevention behaviors among farmers in Wiang Pa Pao district, Chiang Rai
province. The sample was 380 farmers who lived in Wiang Pa Pao district, Chiang Rai province,
selected by multistage sampling. The instrument used was a questionnaire, modified from Kanda
Pajorntit (2008) and reviewed literature. The questionnaire composed of 2 parts including
demographic data and leptospirosis prevention behavior data. The content validity was reviewed
by 3 experts and the index was 0.80. The reliability of the leptospirosis prevention behavior part
was tested using Cronbach’s alpha coefficient; it was 0.78. Data were analyzed using descriptive
statistics.

The results showed that 62.4% of the sample had overall prevention behavior of
leptospirosis at a good level and 37.6% had the prevention behavior at a moderate level. The
percentages of sample who performed regular preventive behaviors varied as follows: 89.5%

avoid walking bare foot on the ground, 86.3% wearing long sleeved shirt and long pants while



working in orchard or farm, 86.1% washed hands every times before and after eating, 36.3%
never raised animals in house, and 14.5% never disposed animals’ waste in animal raising areas.
The results of this study can be used as baseline information for planning to promote

correct leptospirosis prevention behavior among farmers.



