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ABSTRACT

This Master thesis is about local knowledge on management and utilization of wild
mushroom in Don Chai Village, Muaeng Pan Sub-district, Muaeng Pan District, Lampang
Province. It aims at 1) investigating the situations and changes on the use of wild mashrooms
from the past to the present (1983-2009), 2) studying the local knowledge in managing and
making uses from wild mushrooms from the past to the present, and 3) assessing the outcomes of
local knowledge on management and utilization of wild mushrooms.

This study is a qualitative research collecting data from interviewing people who are
the elders, the experts of the community, and the leaders of the community, both formally and
informally. Moreover, three sample groups who are classified by ages — teenagers, middle-ages
and the elders, are interviewed and participant-observed. After collecting data from related
literatures and field works, the data have been investigated and classified, then they are analyzed
according to the objectives of the study.

From the findings, it is found that the situations and changes on the use of wild
mushrooms of Don Chai Village occur from three factors — economy, society and culture, which
results from the establishing of national parks, causing some drives and pressures to the villagers
at the same time. The purpose of land utilization has changed from domestic consumption to
trading; villages collect wild mushrooms intensively. In 2009, as the numbers of mushrooms have
been decreased, and the economy is extended, the villagers work for wages outside the
community; consequently, the wild mushrooms collecting at present becoming diminished.

The local knowledge on management and utilization of wild mushrooms have been

affected from the changing purpose of land utilization. Due to intensive wild-mushroom



collecting, a number of villagers ignore complying with the original local knowledge, thus there
is some discreteness in passing on local knowledge on land utilization and wild mushrooms
collecting between generations.

According to the third objective of this study. When assessing the situations and
changes of local knowledge on utilization of wild mushrooms, it is discovered that the present
local knowledge is insufficient for the management of wild mushrooms utilization in this present
economic situation and capitalism. Furthermore, the cultural belief, according to the rules of the
community on land utilization, has been lost since this belief is replaced by the regulations and

legal punishments of national parks.



