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Abstract

Since smog has been an increasing problem that has threatened people in
terms of economy, society and health, it has become imperative to address the
problem. Thus, the idea to conduct this study on the people's behavior and awareness
in handling the problem of smog in the Lamphun Municipal area in order to explore
the relationship between personal factors on the people's burning household rubbish
and those doing it for agricultural purposes. It is hoped that this will bring to light
some relevant information that affects the awareness of smog management among the
residents of Mueang Lamphun Municipality.

A random sampling was conducted in 17 communities of Mueang Lamphun
Municipality, for a total of 389 households. Questionnaires were distributed to gather
data which were analyzed by using the computer program for social science research.

From the findings, it could be concluded that the people were able to keep
abreast with the information about smog from various media, such as television,
radio, newspapers, community public address systems, relevant officials and
neighbors, that was easily accessible.

The awareness of smog management among the sample was found to be at a
moderate level, but the awareness about the dangers of smog and breathing smog to
their health was at a high level as it could cause respiratory disease and severe
asthma.

However, regardless of the awareness, the people continued to dispose of
household and agricultural rubbish by burning it because of its huge quantity as well
as their habitual inclination and convenience. Therefore, it would be necessary to
change this behavior by boosting awareness among young people to convince the
members of their families to give up the habit and in a long term the new and
appropriate habit should eventually be developed. There should be the promotion of
programs for people to reduce the burning of rubbish and a contest on “burning-free”
community with some incentive measures should be established as well. In this way,
a sustainable smog management could be achieved whereas legal measures would be
unlikely to have any effect on the communities.



