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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this independent study are: 1) to investigate problems and impacts of
aliens on Wiang Haeng District, Chiang Mai Province and 2) to study the roles of the Wiang
Haeng District Office in regard to aliens in Wiang Haeng District, Chiang Mai Province.

For this study data were collected using two sets of structured interviews. One dataset
was collected from 40 people within four sample groups including officers from the Provincial
Administration Department, the Community Development Department, the Local Administration
Department and the local people. The other dataset was collected from 12 aliens in the area. Data
were analyzed using the content analysis method. The results of the study are as follows:

For the Wiang Haeng District Office problems economic problems associated with aliens
included economic (e.g. competition in labor force), political (e.g. difficulty in controlling alien
migration), social (e.g. organization of the society), and residential (e.g. forest invasion) issues.
Problems were also related to drugs, infrastructure, the safety of individuals and properties, and
the capacity for the local government in budgeting for aliens' development. The impacts caused
by aliens included those relating to the limited funds available to provide aid for aliens, and the
impact on providing them with permanent residences. The findings of this study suggested that

there was no impact of aliens on the elections of village headmen and local politicians.



The presence of aliens in the area resulted in government organizations in the Waeng
Haeng District duplicating work, and the roles they took in supporting aliens were not clear. As a
result, the government organizations could not work effectively, especially on the roles regarding
career development and promotion of aliens. Local administration organizations could not fully
support the work due to limited budget, and issues regarding laws and regulations. Furthermore,
the administrators did not seem to understand the problems, so the Life Quality Development
Plan for aliens in the Wiang Haeng District were unable to respond to the facts and present
situations. The Wiang Haeng District Office, which is a local organization, did not have a special
budget to deal with this issue, thus aliens in the area have become a burden which both the
Government and private organizations in the Wiang Haeng District needed to help. If they are
unable to help the problems relating to the presence of aliens then this would result in effects the

lives and livelihoods’ of the Thai people in the area.



