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ABSTRACT 

 The study entitled “Political  Alienation  of  the  Middle  Class  in  Chiang Mai  

Province After April – May  2010  Political Crisis” employs the concept of political 

alienation and political participation as main concepts for analysis. In this study, political 

alienation was categorized into four types, i.e., to have a sense of being powerless in politics, 

to have a sense of being meaningless in politics, to feel that there is no political standard, and 

to feel about being isolated in politics. Political participation was categorized into two groups 

which are formal political participation and the informal one. This study  aims to discover 

how  the middle class who live in Chiang Mai metropolitan area see themselves in terms of 

political alienation . In-depth interview was used with twenty samples that were carefully 

chosen by the researcher using stratification sampling according to samples’ professions. 

Then samples were selected by using convenient sampling method.  

 The study shows that at least two out of three samples feel  political alienated  after 

April – May  2010  Political Crisis in terms of  to have a sense of being powerless in politics, 

to have a sense of being meaningless in politics  and to feel that there is no political standard. 

Samples do not feel alienated in terms of to feel about being isolated in politics. However, 

regardless of feeling politically alienated, all of the samples studied in this research 

participated in formal political activities. Some of them  participated in the informal  political 

activities. Thus, it can be concluded that  political alienation  has no relation with political 

participation.  

 


