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ABSTRACT

At present, touched evidence i.e. adhering genetic material from skin epithelium cells is
often submitted for DNA analysis. Here we studied the possibility to type DNA from touched
knife handle. Seventy - five volunteers touched the plastic handle of a knife for ten seconds. Then
the double swab technique was used to collect DNA from the handle. DNA was extracted from
the swabs and the D3S1358 locus was amplified and analyzed by polyacrylamide gel

electrophoresis. The results were compared with the results from buccal cells.

DNA was found in 122 out of 150 samples (81%) but could not be clearly identified. The
typing of DNA from touched evidence appears to be challenging for forensic casework, but may

be a useful tool for personal individualization in the future.



