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ABSTRACT

This thesis aims to study gender relations that are significant conditions of knowledge
construction, knower, and access to knowledge, through the life story of Thai women in India.
The study uses narrative analysis through experiences of this thirty two years old woman who had
twice cross-culture marriages, and is now living in India. The transition of her experience is very
interesting in such a way that it refines gender under the cultural differences (in Thai, Chinese,
and Indian societies) and social globalization and this demonstrates that her knowledge has been
constructed through accumulation of experiences.

The findings reveal that in patriarchal society “knowledge” is generally produced by
men’s reasoning within the system of male domination, known as education system, and it is thus
seen as a source of power. If women acquire knowledge within a different process than men do,
particularly through their experiences in real life, the learning process and such knowledge will be
considered as unimportant so as to exclude women from knowledge and power.

However, through the space of various cultural contexts, women have gained
knowledge and construct it from experience in struggling and negotiating in patriarchal families
in the positions as daughters, wives and mothers. Women also learn to apply survival strategies to
cope with difficulties as well as struggle in capitalist and patriarchal society, regarding the
oppression of women.

The story of this woman shows us of gender issues which affect on knowledge,
construction of knowledge and knower as power of patriarchal concept which make knowledge

from women’s experiences are considered as unimportant.



In summary, women can have source of special. “knowledge” built up with their life
experiences. Although their knowledge is excluded by patriarchal thinking, it enables them to
have opportunities for self -meaning, self-interpretation and self-—positioning in order to create

equality in gender relations.



