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ABSTRACT

There are two objectives in studying how product representative girls, also known
among Thai people as and will be later called “pretty”, understand the self. 1) It is to study how
the “pretty” think about and give themselves meanings. 2) It is to study and analyze the
perception and meaning findings of the girls about the world, society, and their connection with
the world and society. This research is done through interviews and observation of their
behaviors to collect information for this case study. These girls work in the automobile
industry. They appear at product-introduction events organized at showrooms, department
stores in Chiang Mai and the Motor Show in Bangkok during November 2009 until April 2010.
There are 5 subjects in the case study. Each has no less than 3 years of work experience.
This study is also supported by compilations from books, electronic media, articles, and
journals, helping the analysis of the perception of “self” by Jacques Lacan.

It is found that Lacan’s concept of the self, it can be pointed out that how the
“pretty” think, give meanings to, perceive, and analyze themselves can be classified into two

categories.

1. They see a differentiation between the self and themselves when working as
“pretty”. The Imaginary occurs when they feel they are different selves. The Symbolic, then,
does its role working hand-in-hand with language, structure, and culture claiming that the

“pretty” are selves of working people. The characters of the “pretty” change constantly. Each



individual, in effect, expresses the self and subjectivity through his participation in the world of
culture, language, and civilization. However, this does not place any impact on the Real. It is
only a temporary role, taking place in a certain period of time.

2. They see themselves when working as “pretty” identical with themselves
off-work. This can be explained by all the Three Orders of Lacan’s. Their profession as
“pretty” is a section of the Imaginary, leading them to be the other. It corresponds to the
Symbolic, where the society brands the “pretty” as the girls’ selves, even when they are not
playing their roles as “pretty”. Consequently, in the Real, the Symbolic plays a part, in which
the society takes part in forming the self. The self, eventually and harmoniously, becomes a
character or subject.

Although some of the “pretty” share similar ideas, they cannot be said to think in the
exact same way. There are a lot of factors influencing them to express different ideas: age,
work experience, personal characteristics, environment, society in which they mingle with, and

attitudes.



