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ABSTRACT

Ban Dong is the second largest original Lawa village in Mae Hong Son Province which still
maintains original culture in a ghost worship tradition. Their settlement began from the election place
for rite (Sakang ground pole) where respectively surrounded with the group of dwelling located
according to the importance of positional duty in the community on the plain of foothills. Their
settlement was also influenced by group of kinship following the paternal line of ghost worship. This
spiritual principle traditionally imposed the spatial organization and built environment of their
community which is gradually transformed and developed in the present day configuration. The space
between dwelling in the same kinship group is pedestal way symbolized boundary and utilized as
mutual space among them. This characteristic shows the good relationship among each dwelling unit,
kinship group and community.

With the advent of Christianity and Buddhism, Lawa original belief and spatial organization of
scared places and private — public areas are gradually transformed and lessen in their importance. The
households who practiced new folkways which were different from the original way of doing built their
dwelling and surrounding space in different way according to their mix of belief and culture.

The research found that settlement of Lawa Ban Dong village is expanded from the central
sakang ground pole. It shows the relationship of community all dwellings and elements in the village

with the central scared element, sakang ground pole. At present, most of dwelling houses are made



from both local natural materials and modern materials, however they still build and locate Thai houses
in the system of kinship, structure which still shared open public space with the neighborhood. The
open space also function as walkway linking all unit of dwellings in the community together. The
study also discovered that from time to time difference and mixing of worship practice and belief
among religious effected built environment and spatial organization of the Lawa Ban Dong village

which is developed into the spatial quality and physical appearance of the village at the present day.
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