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ABSTRACT

Vihara in Phayao province is a local Lanna style vihara that densely distribute in the area of
Phayao’s culture. The importance of the study is the inherit of local culture that used to be the
rising kingdom and be a part of independently development in arts and cultures. After the Phayao
dynasty was conquered by many kingdoms including Lanna, Sukhothai and Rattana Kosin, there
have been influences to the characteristics of architecture including vihara in Phayao province.
Presently. Phayao people do not perceive their own identity and root of pattern of vihara in
Phayao province from the past originated from ancestor’s wisdom.

The thesis aims at studying vihara in Phayao province in field of architecture and history.
There are two objectives of the study. First, to study types, characteristics, development and the
factors influencing viharas in Phayao province. Second, to provide guidelines for conservation
and promote the identities of vihara in Phayao province. The conceptual frameworks are cultural
changes, anthropology of architecture and architecture conservation. Based on a qualitative
research, this study began by a pilot survey of total 367 viharas in Phayao province as set in the
time criteria of this study. From the survey of 367 viharas, 355 viharas were according to the
characteristics of Phayao viharas set in criteria. After screening and grouping similarities based on
the criteria, 19 viharas were investigated in depth. The findings from which were synthesized with
those found from a pilot survey. The in-depth interviews were conducted with key informants
including head of monks, craftmen, temple liaisons, prayers and villagers.

There are three findings from analysis. First, viharas in Phayao province have 8 types : 1)
one-gable type, 2) two-gable type, 3) three-gable type, 4) four-gable type, 5) five-gable type, 6) a
gable and wing roof around (Sala type), 7) terrace around type and 8) double-storey type.

Second, the identical characteristics of vihara in Phayao province are provided into four

categories : 1) In terms of shape, size and proportion, it was found that viharas in Phayao



province tend to have lower basement with lower slope roof making overall shape small, human-
scaled and expensive. The size and proportion relate to community size. 2) In terms of planning
and uses, Phayao viharas usually have simple rectangular plan, having 1 or 3 front doors, with a
door in middle of north wall, and no void on walls of last room but sometimes may have a door or
small window at south wall of this last room. 3) In terms of construction techniques and
materials, the viharas have straight ceiling in the central bay thus roof structure or “Ma tang mai”
is hidden. Roof tiles are normally wooden shingles or local terra cotta roof tiles. 4) For elements
of architecture, there are several elements as outlined in the chapter.

Third, the factors of Phayao vihara pattern development are sizes and economy of
community, political influences, ethnicity, conservation leader, change of lifeways and imitation
of styles from adjacent cultures.

The synthesis of study are the ways of conservation and promote identities in three levels.
First, the new temple construction should consider the size, economy, ethnicity and community
history to choose appropriate type of vihara and preserve Vihara in Phayao province identities.
Second, the maintenance of present vihara and model of Vihara in Phayao province should be
based on vihara in Phayao province identity. Third, the re-built of new vihara should consider in
the Phayao pattern, community size and economy, change of uses and the popular styles of
vihara.

The thesis contributes to the knowledge of Phayao vihara rarely addressed in the past
studies. It can be a model for the study of Lanna vihara in order to link the in-depth knowledge

for regional study in the future.



