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ABSTRACT

The independentstudy’s objective is to analyse the application of metaphor in
Buddha’s teaching. It’s methodology is a documentary research by collecting data from
various sources related to the application of metaphor in Buddha’s teaching analysing
them by using Atthadhammasambanbha analytical theory presenting them in
descriptive way.

The study’s result is that Upama(metaphor) is to use language idiom in order to
make a comparision, It generally can be divided in to three categories, Upama known
by vocaburary, known by the meaning and known by statement in Tipitaka, man,
animals, elements things and tree were found to be used as metaphor. The ways of
using metaphor were found in positive as in good way and in negative or bad way but
not in the medium. That is to say that with metaphor the Buddha uses as an instrument
to present the disciples from the harm and to encourage them in the right path.

The metaphor takes the important role in making the abstract language to be
more understandable to the common people as well as to make language to be more

précising and refining. The reason of using metaphor is to relate the listener to aim of



life which cover to all of aspect of ways of life i.e. morality, concentration and wisdom.
The ways of using metaphor can be divided into en categories, they are to assume or
invent some story to compare one thing with another and to use the voice to create
picture or special meaning. Application of metaphor can be resulted in e kinds of
efficiencies. They are Conceptual efficiency resulting in change in concept having faith
and right view,Physical efficiency causing change into the way of life turning one
behavior into the right path and Mental efficiency bringsabout the change in inner part
which leading the cessation of all sufferings.

Efficiency in application of metaphor used by the Buddha can also be divided in
to lo levels. Mundane level, basic happiness which will be prerequisite for the
enlightenment and the supramundane level, the true happiness that is to attain the Noble
One. For the application of metaphor in leaching, one must choose the appropriate one
to use for the present situation, with consideration about person, place, time, purpose

and teaching.



