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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study were to examine user behavior and to evaluate the
recreational value of Nong Buak Had Public Park, Chiang Mai Province by collecting the data
from interviewing 400 users and valuating the recreational benefits from Individual Travel Cost
Method (ITCM).

The result indicated that most of users were from Meuang district, Chiang Mai province.
Most of them were female, single with average age of 25.22 years and had average incomes of
9,406.25 bath per month. A half of them had high school or vocational diploma. Many of them
were students and had no family member who was a child less than 12 years old.

The result of user behavior found that the main objective to visit the park was for leisure.
On average, users spent time 2.27 hours for visiting. Friend was a person who came together and
the average number of visits was 64 times per year. The main vehicles were motorcycle, the
average spending time was 36.24 minutes for traveling and the average distances were 17.52
kilometers from their accommodations. Shopping mall was the major substitute for Nong Buak
Had Public Park.

The result of the factors affecting the number of visit showed that the travel cost has a

negative impact on the number of visit. This was consistent with the concept of the law of



demand. The education and the present of substitute also had inverse relationship. Age and
income of users and being student had positive relationship with the number of visit. However,
the estimation implied that gender, marital status and the number of young children do not
statistically affect the number of visit Nong Buak Had Public Park.

The result of the evaluation of recreational values of Nong Buak Had Public Park from
the individual travel cost method (ITCM) showed that the recreational value based on the cost
without an opportunity cost was 28.51 million bath per year and the recreational value based on

the cost with opportunities cost was 30.77 million bath per year.



