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ABSTRACT

The present study has the objectives to perform a situational analysis of tourism in Wiang
Kum Kam archeological site through application of SWOT-AHP method and to assess the
willingness to pay for relevant restoration of and prevention against flood damages using CVM
with open-ended questionnaire for the tourists and the local public to express their maximum
willingness to pay which is subject to an estimation by Tobit model.

The findings from situational analysis revealed that the most advantageous aspect of this
tourism attraction site was its strength in reflecting the historical Lanna civilization in location not
too far from the Chiang Mai City (46 %), followed by its opportunity to get policy support from
the government sector as well as opportunity to attract visitors through publicity (26 %); while the
negative conditions came from the threats of man-made and natural endangerments particularly
the recurrent floods which have ruined the physical structures and environment in Wiang Kum
Kam complex (16 %), and then the weaknesses attributable to the physical setting of the site
lying in land lower than the surrounding area and the lack of people’s participation in as well as

public budgetary support for the development (12 %).



On the willingness to pay, this study found that the tourists who had visited the site were
willing to pay 200.07 baht per person per time on the average and their willingness was
influenced by the factors of income, education, occupation, and where they lived. Those tourists
who had never visited Wiang Kum Kam indicated they were willing to contribute 160.03 baht on
the average per person per donation and their willingness was governed by the factors of income,
education, marital status, and gender. Meanwhile, the local residents expressed their willingness
to pay averagely at 68.91 baht per person per time and their intention was affected by their
income, age, and length of time living in this local community.

Evidently, the tourists who had experience visiting Wiang Kum Kam were relatively
most generous in their willingness to pay for cherishing this archeological site as they got direct
benefit in terms of tourism pleasure and thus placed a higher value than did the non-visitors for
the conservation of the remains of this ancient city. The local residents, however, appeared to
show least willingness to pay because most of them were engaged in independent occupation
earning irregular monthly income thus constraining their monetary contribution ability.
Nevertheless, they indicated their willingness to cooperate and contribute in other forms such as
labor input, publicity, and serving as disaster prevention volunteer in the effort of cherishing

Wiang Kum Kam.



