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ABSTRACT

The main objectives of this study were (1) to study the urban planning characteristics of
Jomthong municipality community, Jomthong district, Chiang Mai province; (2) to study the
participation levels of the people and factors affecting their participation in urban planning of this
community; and (3) to find out the problems, obstacles, and measures for promoting and
developing the people participation in urban planning for environmental management. Data were
collected by using a set of questionnaires from 361 the household leader samples. Then, the
collected data were analyzed by using frequency distribution, percentage, means and standard
deviation. The results of the study were as follows.

The study found that there was a high population density along the main road number
108 (Chiang Mai — Hot). Their land use was on the star type relating to Richard M. Hurd’s star
theory, that has been extended from the urban center, playing as the urban or township center and
also the town’s main communication center. The majority of people like to live together with a
high density nearby the main roads with communicable and comfortable distance. Roads have
been found with better improvement. The people like using cars increasingly. The open spaces
along the main roads were occupied with high density of residents, making the areas joining with
each other as the same connected areas.

The study found that the people’s participation was at a low level, because of low

degree of information coverage over the people, low level of knowledge and understanding



toward urban planning, misunderstanding of the urban planning officials’ roles, loosing of their
beneficial advantages, and their perception of the future urban planning as the impossible matter.
The factors affecting the people’s participation consisted of the internal and external factors of the
community. The internal factors consisted of knowledge and understanding of urban planning for
environmental management, social, economic and communication factors. The external factors
were social and political factors, and also the town planning factors friom the central Government
and urban planning laws.

The problems and obstacles of the people participation in urban planning were found at
a moderate level. Those problems were caused by the changes of local organization or community
leaders, changes of policy, vision and roles. Urban planning was found as the matter focusing on
economic or social structures much more than protecting the community environment. The people
lacked of participation on planning process. The Government’s policy was found not relating to
the community situation and needs.

Based on the findings of this study, some recommendations were given as that the
Government and private organizations should continuously promote people participation with
knowledge and understanding of urban planning for environmental management. More
campaigns and publications on town planning should be established through various
communication channels. Mutual and inter-agency coordination should be encouraged among the
governmental, private and people sectors with an awareness of community’s social and cultural

circumstances.



