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ABSTRACT

This research was to study the gender in the food processing of Hmong people and
the factors existing in the community of various periods that affected the gender role change
in the food processing. The research employed qualitative research which started from
reviewing literatures on concepts and theories. The information was collected via interviews
and observations as well as the focus group discussions. The collected information was
analyzed, differentiated, classified, and presented in analytical description. The findings are
as follows. The policy to replace the opium growing with cash corps cultivation though
various agencies and the national preserved forest declaration had led the Hmong community
to adjust itself. They widely grew cash corps which had direct impact on rotational farming
such as rice growing, animal feed corn growing, vegetables, and Hmong tradition, one of the
causes on decreasing production of food for consumption. In regard to the gender role in
food production system during 1971 — 2011, it was found there had been some changes due
to the shift from subsistence production to the commercial one linking to the capitalist labor
system and personal factors such as social status, occupation, number of children, age at
marrying, ethnicity, and consumerism, government and private sector policies, modern
education, and globalization. The Hmong male-led culture had affected the socialization
which determined roles, expectation — constructing the identity of good Hmong man and
good Hmong woman but had direct impact on the construction of Hmong woman role

through the family and community socialization systems that put woman in the home space



serving as housewife to best serve as a family maintaining mechanism by taking care of,
being honest to, and respecting the husband and his parents and providing care for her
children in all aspects. Hmong men, on the other hand, were constructed to deal with public
space taking role of the family leader, ritual leader, family name descendant, and controlling
and taking care of the wife and children. The roles of Hmong good wife and mother taken by
the study cases had affected gender roles in household minimizing their bargaining power to
the point of selflessness in the household where they were prime stronghold. Some study
cases had some self existence in the public space but had a long way to go and Hmong
culture had not accepted female leadership. Besides, it was found that the cash corps
production for the capitalist market was an intensive productive mode — many productions in
the same land with intensive uses of fertilizers and insecticide increasing the costs of
production while household labors were less due the value of sending children to study
outside of the community increasing women’s burdens to replace the labor of children — both
boys and girls who could take some of them such as household works, field works, and child-
rearing. Moreover, as the consequence of the educational system, the capitalist labor market,
and food consumption of the present Hmong people, the women had put the priority on

income earning job than the non-income earning ones like household work, for example.



