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ABSTRACT

Acute illness of hospitalized children has profound effects on the children and their
families. These effects may be minimized by parent participation in caring for ill children. This
correlational descriptive study explored the relationship among informational support, self-efficacy and
parent participation in caring for hospitalized children with acute illness. A purposive sampling
technique was used to recruit 85 parents of children with acute illness aged 1 month to 5 years
admitted to the pediatric unit at Udonthani and Khonkaen hospitals from May to July 2012. The
research instruments consisted of three parts: Part I: Informational support questionnaire
developed by the researcher, Part II: Self-efficacy questionnaire of parent participation in caring
for hospitalized children with acute illness developed by Boonroad, and Part III: The Parents’
Participation Scales of Schepp which were translated into Thai by Chaichana and others. The
Cronbach’s alpha coefficient reliability of the instruments were .89, .86, and .83, respectively.

Data were analyzed using descriptive statistics and Pearson’s correlation coefficient.



The study results revealed that:

1. Informational support had a statistically significant positive relationship with parent
participation in caring for hospitalized children with acute illness (r = .46, p <.001).

2. Self-efficacy had a statistically significant positive relationship with parent participation in
caring for hospitalized children with acute illness (r = .51, p <.001).

The study results indicate that informational support and self-efficacy were factors
that were associated with parent participation in caring for hospitalized children with acute illness.
Additionally, the findings support the development of interventions for encouraging parents to

have more involvement in their ill children’s care.



