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ABSTRACT

This research was intended to study eligible female voters’ knowledge and understanding
in local politics in Mae Hong Son Municipality; factors affecting women’s participation in local
politics by applying for a Mayor or Municipal Council Member candidate in Mae Hong Son
Municipality; and political participation style of eligible female voters in Mae Hong Son
Municipality. It was both a quantitative and qualitative research that employed questionnaires to
collect data from 343 eligible female voters in Mae Hong Son Municipality as well as in-depth
interviews from 8 current female Mayors and Municipal Council Members and female candidates
of Mayor and Municipal Council Member in Mae Hong Son Municipality. The result could be
summarized as follows:

According to the study, it indicated that most of the eligible female voters acknowledged
and understood that the local administration was a decentralized administration. They also
comprehended that Mae Hong Son Municipality was a local administrative organization
comprising of Mayor and Municipal Council Members from election with 4 year-term of office,
for example.

In addition, it was found that one of the factors influencing women’s political
participation was a personal factor as they had always helped people and done social development
work. They took positions of health volunteers, agricultural group leaders, women group
members, and village civil defense volunteers, for instance, so that they were well aware of
people’s needs and problems. Moreover, since they were originally born in Mae Hong Son

Municipality, they wanted to participate in politics. Secondly, the next factor was the social factor



as Thai society did not prohibit or constrain women to take action in political roles. Besides, there
were some other factors, namely, Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand, B.E. 2550 (2007) and
the Tenth National Economic and Social Development Plan (2007-2011) that designated related
agencies to promote the gender equality, especially women’s roles in management and
administration of all levels.

Due to the political participation style of eligible female voters in Mae Hong Son
Municipality, the result revealed that the majority of eligible female voters gave precedence to
casting the vote for Mayor and Municipal Council Member, following the local political news,
participating in the community activities in solving local problems, including monitoring and

inspecting the Municipality’s performance.



