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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this research was to study the opinions of community leaders in Sanna
Meng municipality, Sansai district, Chiang Mai province towards the qualifications and the image
of Thaksin Shinawatra as a political leader. Qualitative research methods were used to collect
data using questionnaires and in-depth interview with community leaders in Sanna Meng
municipality area. The study focused on community leaders alone since they had direct and
ongoing political role therefore they had various thoughts and experiences in expressing opinions
towards the qualifications and the image of Thaksin Shinawatra. 31 samples were selected using
selective sampling and simple random sampling methods. In addition, research documents
involving qualifications and the images of the other political leaders were studied. The results
were as followed.

The study found the community leaders’ opinions towards the qualifications of Thaksin
Shinawatra that Thaksin Shinawatra had body strength by being healthy and sturdy. He was
perceived as being intelligent by being a knowledgeable and capable person and knowing the
ambitions and means in leading the country by determining targets, performances, and clear
policies. Examples could be illustrated by the 30 baht healthcare scheme, rice pawn, etc., to

develop the country. He wisely used his intellect to gain confidence and trust from the people,



politicians, investors, including the Council of Ministers. He gained confidence from the people
domestically and internationally that led to international cooperation for example in his attempt to
release IMF debt led various nations to see Thaksin Shinawatra potentiality in solving problems
and they later on cooperated with the country. In addition, the community leaders saw Thaksin
Shinawatra as a good teacher for his creativity for the country and his new policies in meeting
people’s needs most. However in another aspect, another qualification was missing when the
community leaders saw that Thaksin Shinawatra could not be clear or reliable in corruption or
improve the country’s benefits.

For Thaksin Shinawatra’s image, the community leaders thought of his appearances as
followed. Thaksin Shinawatra was a moderate-sized person who had a square face, pale and
yellow skin, tapering eyes with Chinese blood. He had good personalities, always spoke fluently,
and regularly smiled. They thought he showed a good politician image by keeping his words and
making his pre-election policies become concrete. Moreover, Thaksin Shinawatra was seen as a
diplomat-like person. He toured, gave speeches, and exchanged knowledge about country’s
administration in an attempt to build alliances. On the other hand, the community leaders thought
Thaksin Shinawatra’s image from his ways of talking, expressing, and gesturing for example fast
talking, quick-tempered, fast thinking, hastiness, direct or aggressive nature plus severe political
responses might lead the political opponents to occur and cause negative image for Thaksin
Shinawatra.

For the suggestions from this research, the community leaders saw Thaksin
Shinawatra’s qualifications and image as a political leader in both positive and negative aspects.
They thought Thaksin Shinawatra displayed too much political objectives such as political
benefits which changed his image. People received a lot of news about how he did his duty and
implemented his political policies which led to political criticisms. Therefore, not only education,
intelligence, and knowledge could make good political qualifications but one should be conscious
in emotional control to support political leader image and to be accepted by the people as long as
possible.

For the researcher’s opinions, Thaksin Shinawatra’s qualifications and image were
characteristics created to obtain positive perception from people in B.E. 2544-2548, the duration

that Thaksin Shinawatra gained political popularity. Meanwhile because of his duration in power,



prestige, and title, and also incitements from his oppositions and protesters were the main cause
that negatively changed Thaksin Shinawatra’s image. The main reason was Thaksin Shinawatra
could not control his emotions at a political stage which led people to feel both accepted and
opposed to him and led them to criticize his qualifications and image as a current political leader.
Therefore the researcher suggested that for the current political leaders, only desirable
qualifications and image might not be enough to gain abiding popularity for individuals and
political parties from people; because the media and technologies were progressive in sending and
receiving information which could quickly present Thaksin Shinawatra’s qualifications and image
as a political leader. In addition, high political responses were illustrated because both sides
incited and sought for each other errors which led to vicious political responses which then in turn
caused political phrases that affected Thaksin Shinawatra’s qualifications and image. Therefore to
build good political leader qualifications and image, the leader must control emotions, use

conscience in political response, and always consider the consequences.



