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ABSTRACT

A study of beliefs and rituals of ‘Khwan’ in Tai Khoen Community in Kengtung, Shan State,
Republic of the Union of Myanmar reflects the relations among the beliefs, the rituals, the way of
life and the social systems of Tai Khoen group in Kengtung which creates an understanding of the
importance of the beliefs system in Tai ethnic groups. ‘Khwan’ is a traditional custom which the

Tai ethnic groups share the same belief and still lives on to these days.

The study discovered that Tai Khoen group believes in ‘Khwan’ and performs the
ceremonies for human beings, animals, plant and some kind of objects. Nowadays, the
ceremonies arrange for people are still popular. On the other side, the beliefs of ‘Khwan’ in
animals found in the animals which have role hairs on their body as a symbolic such as elephants,
horses, cows and buffalos but it still has the ceremony for buffalos only. The beliefs of ‘Khwan’
in plant discovered only in the rice and still has the ceremony. ‘Khwan’ was believed in some
kind of objects which Tai Khoen people regarded with favor such as Mor Nung and Hai Khao
(pots and jars for steaming rice), Gon Sao (three pieces of stone which used as a stove) and Tao

Fai (fireplace), money and gold, nowadays the ceremonies are still being made to these items.



With the study, the roles and functions of ‘Khwan’ play an important part in Tai Khoen
groups’ social systems and their cultures as 5 reasons which are (1) emotional responses (2)

community unity (3) cultural identity (4) moral and (5) education

However, the beliefs and rituals of ‘Khwan’ in Tai Khoen Community was changed and
adjusted themselves to the changes of societies, politics, economies, cultures and way of life in
the present Tai Khoen group. Because cultures have to be changed and adjusted themselves to the

environment of social to existence of cultures and response the human needs in socials.



