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ABSTRACT

According to the study of the conservation management for the main building of Chiang
Rai First Church with the participation of the civil society consists of 3 purposes; 1) To study the
historical context, the background, the importance and the type of architectural art of the main
building of Chiang Rai First Church. 2) To study the problems of conservation management for the
main building of Chiang Rai First Church. 3) To provide the methods of the conservation
management with the participation of the civil society. This independent study is the qualitative
research which is presented in a descriptive format to study the historical context, the type of
architectural art, values as well as the problems of conservation management of the main building
of Chiang Rai First Church by using the interdisciplinary research to analyze and provide the
methods of proper administration from document information, observation even unstructured
interview in order to gain in-depth information from the related sample group and focus group
discussion to analyze and find solutions for the conservation management of the main building of

Chiang Rai First Church harmoniously from the civil society.



The outcome of the study revealed evidence that the main building of Chiang Rai First
Church can be traced back to the propagation of Protestantism and it is the first protestant hall in the
Northern region of Thailand. It was founded by Dr. Williams A.Briggs, one of the most influential
people in Chiang Rai . In historic aspect, the main building of Chiang Rai First Church is related to
the other important historic areas. As a result, the building has been here for over 100 years with its
exquisite architecture, it should be preserved as a cultural heritage of Chiang Rai. Unfortunately,

there is a barrier to the management which has been criticized and has led to the conflicts.

The misunderstanding between those who support the reconstruction and those who don’t
is the main concern presently. Even though the operation has begun under the supervision of The
Fine Arts Department at 8, Chiang Mai and Chiang Rai First Church committee, the obscurity
facing the public and other people besides the members of the church have created the conflicts
which have the direct impact on the operation. As a researcher, to operate the reconstruction
conveniently not only under the supervision of The Fine Arts Department but also the civil society
organization should get involved and participate in the method of reconstruction on behalf of the

owner of the cultural heritage so that the operation would conform to the civil society theories.



