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ABSTRACT

a study “The Abandoned Temple Management in Chiang Mai Old City” aimed to study
the background of management of deserted temples in Chiang Mai old city area and law
regarding to them. This study also covered history of condition of artistic work, physical
surrounding of each deserted temple, and problem regarding to management of deserted temples
in Chiang Mai old city area so as to present a conservative and sustainable solution for

management of deserted temples in Chiang Mai old city area.

The results revealed that there are 44 deserted temples in Chiang Mai old city area in the
study area. These temples were divided into 3 categories based on their physical condition of
historical buildings and architecture as followed; (1) a group of deserted temples where their
historical buildings had relatively perfect condition of architecture, there were 20 temples in this
group, (2) a group of deserted temples where the architecture of their historical buildings were in
moderate condition and had not been restored, 7 temples belonged to this group, and (3) a group
of deserted temples which had been decimated and the historical buildings were no longer intact,
the rest 17 temples were in this group. Among those temples, 7 of them had been restored and

elevated as temples occupied by monks. Those temples included WatLokmolee, WatInthakin,



WatJed Rin, WatPhan Sao, Wat Chiang Chom, Wat Yang Kuang, and WatChotikul (or WatMu
Boon).

Nevertheless, the researcher had found that there were number of deserted temples that
had not been attended to. The temples’ environment was deteriorated which resulted from
encroachment of people, many buildings were constructed adjacent to them and thus obstruct
the visibility, and some of the temples’ area had deteriorated and become a garbage dumpsite.
Thus, it was imminent to conserve and restore those temples by reconstructing to reinforce
the integrity and improving their environment and landscape so as to conserve their value and
develop them for the benefit of Chiang Mai. In order to successfully achieve the aims, the public
sector, especially the communities around those temples, needed to participate as impacted party,
stakeholders and owners of the culture. The researcher also suggested holding merit-making and
worshipping ceremonies at the deserted temples in each community as a part of Chiang Mai
merit-making traditional ceremony. Departments and organizations corporately organized
the worshipping ceremonies held at important places in Chiang Mai with Chiang Mai
municipality as the host. Activities and ceremonies regarding to the deserted temples were
considered as the communities’ responsible. These methods were the way to restore the temples
and made them look lively again by the awareness and responsibility of the local and to create
relationship and the sense of being owners of the cultural heritage. As a consequence, the local
people would improve, conserve, and return the liveliness to those temples.

In addition, the researcher had concluded problems of management of deserted temples
in Chiang Mai old city area as followed; (1) absence of unity in cooperation among departments
related to deserted temples management, (2) problems regarding to Thai’s bureaucracy, (3) lack
of involvement from local communities, (4) no mutual understanding between Government and
private sectors, (5) misunderstanding regarded to historical buildings — most Thais ignored laws
and cooperation regarding to conserving historical sites as they believed that the Fine Arts

Department was solely responsible for restoration of the sited and thus no cooperation for



conservation from people was needed. The researcher had offered advices for sustainable
management and conservation of deserted temples in Chiang Mai old city area by considering
suitability of each local. The advices were concluded as followed; (1) Zoning Management
(2) Public Participation (3) creating the feeling of ownership for local communities (4) relating

the deserted temples to contemporary context.



