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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is to investigate the factors affecting farmers’ decision to invest
on planting Para rubber study production process and management and study problems and
barriers of the farmers who are members of the Office of the Rubber Replanting Aid Fund
deciding to invest in in Chiang Khong District, Chiang Rai Province. The sample populations
were using two sets of questionnaire to collect data which were analyzed by using descriptive
method, Likert Rating Scale and chi-square test.

The results showed that two samples mostly were male, finished education in elementary
school, had income from agriculture sector as the main occupation 10,000-50,000 Baht per month
and from the secondary occupation less than 10,000 Baht per month. For the former group
manpower used to plant the rubber trees were from household members and hired labor. Most of
them had no experience in the rubber garden before. Each had planting area from 6 to 10 rai.
They borrowed from financial institutions to fund operating under the information to guide and
promotion of government, and selected RRIM 600 variety. Until now, they have planted for 5-6

years.



Factors affecting investment decision on Para rubber farming, including physical,
economic, social, technical, and marketing factor, they were found that all factors affected
decision or not to invest at the highest significance level. And when analyzing relationship
between personal factors and factors affecting the decision of the farmers of two groups, it was
found that at significance level of 0.05 the personal factors did not correlate with investment
decision because of weakness and incomplete of collected data that cannot analyzing support. For
the study result on production and management of Para rubber farming of the samples investing
in Para rubber farming, it was found that, on the investment process, there was selection and
preparation of planting area, choosing the suitable rubber varieties, including using of fertilizers,
pruning and chemical substance to maintain, prevent and eliminate pests and weeds, setting of
processes and procedures in rubber tapping and processing. On management, there was
maintenance by planting ground cover plants, fire protection in the dry season, including
personnel management, harvesting, transportation and accounting system.

Comments about problems and barriers in prior rubber farming from the former group
view include shortage of labor, poor quality of seedling, lack of knowledge and expertise in
rubber farming, unfavorable environment and transport, shortage of water reserves and working
capital including the higher cost of production and lack of support by family members and
discussion to gather a group of those doing rubber farming together, including little support from
government sector, and marketing problems such as long distance of purchasing source,
productivity get away and taking advantage on price of the buyers. These are the issues that are

critical to the operation and need in solving by government sector.



