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Abstract

The old town of Songkhla is an area which has developed in the settlement of multiple
groups, such as Muslims, Thais, and Chinese, rotating to have a role in developing the city since
the 16th century. The development of the city has continued resulting in higher levels of city
elements according to the role and functions of the city on the basis of physical, social, economic
characteristics and governance of each ethnic group as we can see in the early settlement of the
Chinese by building the port and fortress as well as the development of buildings and public
buildings, including the municipal center of each religious group. These elements have become a
model urban morphology and structure as well as the organization of space within the old city of
Songkhla which is unique due to the aforementioned factors.

This article aims to describe the findings of a study of the causes and factors affecting the
development of city elements in the old town of Songkhla that occurred in each period of the
early settlers of the people of many cultures. The urban methodological study was used to analyze
the historical evidence by using maps, old photos, as well as recorded events. The data were
compared with the physical characteristics of the city by exploring the study field and
interviewing the target population. The data acquired will be processed and used to describe the
development of the city by drawing a map showing the distribution and relationships between
elements in each period from the beginning of the proof of the development of the country up

until today.



The findings of the study can described that the city-level characteristics in the old town
Songkhla has been developed by the main terms of the arrangement of the people in three cultures
by having the role of the Buddhist culture that developed the city-level characteristics
simultaneously with the formation of a community which has a temple as the main element
serving as a center of urban settlement in early stages. Later in the year 1836, the Chinese took
the main role in the development of Songkhla town center by building up and developing the
community's main road network system with fort system along the coast , which is a port on the
west side of the city. This organized the spaces of the people within the city walls by the
settlement characteristics of the ethnic groups. For example, the North is where main markets are
located, as well as the housing of the governing class and the southern area was developed by the
Muslims having a mosque as a religious center of the community. Development in this period
resulted in space organization from the city's road network grid within the rectangle shape as a
result of the city planning model with the fortress along the boundary walls and gates built

simultaneously with the development of Chinese settlers from the past.
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