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ABSTRACT

Blue-winged Pittas (Passerine: suboscine; Pitta moluccensis) is a breeding visitor of
Thailand. Vocal behavior of these birds was studied at their breeding ground, the Siam Cement
Group complex forest, Lampang province, northern Thailand. The bird’s calls and songs were
recorded between May and August 2012. There are three distinguishable vocalizations. First, a
“TAEW-LAEW” song comprises two vocal elements with a frequency range from 0.90 to 2.34
kHz. This vocalization was recorded very often at the early stage of the breeding season when
males started defending their territories. Second, an “EAEW” call comprising of one element with
a 1.29 to 1.93 kHz frequency range. Birds produced this vocalization as their alarm call when the
nest area was threaten by either predators or intruders. Third, a “WHAEK” or distress call was
recorded during handling the birds for banding. This harmonic vocalization has a wide frequency
range from 0.68 kHz to higher than 20 kHz. DFA results confirmed about individual variations in
song and alarm calls but not the distress call. These facts support the concept that individual

distinctive songs and alarm calls may be the good individual characters for these birds.



