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Abstract

The thesis’s objective is to study the concept of Atammayata in Buddhadasa’s
perspective, and how he conveys this concept to his audience. The result is the fact that
Atammayata taught by Buddhadasa getting along well with Atammayata described in Tipit aka
and other scriptures including At t hakatha, T ika, and Visuddhimagga. Atammayata means
nothing could mislead the mind from the right path to Nibbana. It is the process that the mind
getting to the higher levels. It comprises of 3 levels; the first is to be an Arhant, the second is
when one’s mind achieves the higher levels of Jhana (meditiation), and the third is when one
making a strong decision to abstain from bad habits, to be less selfish and less unhappy beings
depending upon level of Atammayata they have achieved. Atammayata is appeared when
Adhipafifia-sikkha or the training in higher wisdom, is successful. The benefits of Atammayata
are to get rid of defilements, to develop wisdom, and to solve the problems of selfishness.
Regarding Buddhadasa’s communication, it is one direction from the preacher to his audience. He
is text-centric who refers to the Buddha’s words as found in the Tipit aka. His lectures were
recorded to make 3 books comprising of 60 lectures taught from 1988 — 1990. Buddhadasa has
inaugurated his lectures mentioning the fact that death awaited him. The lectures of Atammayata
would be his last sermon. In his talks, Buddhadasa applied a lot of metaphors and poems. He also

picked words that persuade and inspire his audience to practice Dhamma, especially Atammayata.



