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Abstract

The objectives of the study of “Changes of Spatiality and Sense of Place of the
Displaced People as a Result of Theun Hinboun Expansion Project, Laos PDR” are: (1) to
determine the changes of social space impacted by the resettlement project of the Theun Hinboun
Expansion Project, (2) to analyze the practices of the resettled community’s members in coping
with the new experiences caused by the resettlement.

Results of the study indicated that resettlement project of the state has clearly
demonstrated the strategies of territoriality. The space produced by the state represented
discursive practices to control the minority people who previously lived in the highlands.
Consequently, the social spaces have changed according to changes in physical space. For
example, inadequacy of farming and residential lands, uncertain land security because of lack of
rights to land allocation. The gap between compensation policy and practice caused conflicts in
the community. The communities’ members were forced to accept the low quality land allocated
by the project. They were compelled by the discourse of “sacrificing for the nation”.

At the end, the Hmong and upland indigenous people (Lao Toeng) had to change their
traditional ways of living. They have transformed from practice of swidden to gathering of non-
timber forest products (NTFPs) for domestic consumption and income generation. They also
switched to cash crop cultivation. Some of Hmong have become middle-man traders buying non-

timber forest products and commercial crops to sell in the town market. For the upland indigenous



people, they solely depended on collecting NTFPs for income generation. Both the Hmong and
Lao Toeng people have increasingly purchased food from outsiders. Moreover, rice production
for household consumption is insufficient. Their customary access to natural resources was
restricted by spatial control of the state agencies and the villagers who have lived in the area
before resettlement.

Livelihoods of the Hmong and Lao Toeng people needed to adjust in accordance to
the state power conducting through mitigation measures of the project. The two ethnic groups
seemed to comply with the state simplification project and incorporated into the modern nation-
state. Nevertheless, they have managed to resist state power using hidden tactics, such as

complaint in the processes of mediation and petition to the national assembly.



