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ABSTRACT

The study of “ Ban Mae Hia Nai: A Microcosm of the Larger Problems in
Development and Conservation” has three objectives: (1) to study history and development of
Mae Hia Nai community, (2) to examine the development and discursive practice of the
government in development and environmental conservation that influenced the changes of
livelihoods of community’s members in the village, and (3) to investigate the pattern and
direction of the changes, contestation, space making, identity, and the construction of community
history under the context of development and environmental conservation .

The result showed that the changes of space and livelihoods were related to local
history, development processes, and environmental conservation in the area. It started from the
legend of Phu Sae-Ya Sae and local legends of Chiang Mai. It related to migration of diverse
ethnic groups that later became the settlers of the community. In 1937, a group of Khmu moved
to the area for logging. Livings of the villagers depended on natural resources. Logging and
waged labors were also their important occupations. During 1957 to 1977, Chiang Mai city had
been developed and expanded which led more people immigrated to the community. The
declaration of Doi Suthep - Doi Pui National Park in 1981 forced villagers to stop logging for
charcoal making and turned to work as waged labors in different sectors in the city. After 2002,
almost all villagers worked as waged labors in various sectors including public and business
services. Only few people still continued as farmers or carried out jobs that depended on natural
resources. And most of them were the elderly people. Transformations of villagers’ occupations
were related to the changes of their access to and control over capital and natural resources in

different degrees. And they were all for the sake of livelihood security.



In regard to development and environmental conservation discourse, it was found that
before 1957, State power was first present over the community. This was operated by the
declaration of a restricted area in 1949 and reserve forest in 1964. Later in 1981, Doi Suthep - Doi
Pui National Park was established. Then the Large-scale development or mega projects started to
develop in the area since 2002. The State has attempted to re-define the space by using scientific
knowledge. Different forms of development practices were brought into the area to claim
legitimacy for development scheme, while the community has become invisible.

With exclusion and intervention by development and environmental conservation
discourse, the community’s members have tried to produce their own spaces. They have claimed
about ancestral land. They tried to present themselves as environmental protectors, not destroyers.
The new image has been created by organizing variety of activities, and learning and cooperating

with different actors outside the community with more diverse spaces and actors.



