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Abstract

The purpose of this research were to study Information Literacy (IL) level of first year
undergraduate students at Souphanouvong University, Lao PDR, and to compare among variables
such as faculties, high school performance score, and district education areas. The study
population comprised of 361 students in their first year of undergraduate students. Stratified
random sampling method was used to select a sample size. The data was collected by using
information literacy test questionnaires technique based on the IL Standards of the United States
Association of College and Research Libraries (ACRL): 1) determines of the information needed,
2) accesses needed information, 3) evaluate information, 4) use information, and 5) understand
the economic, legal, and social issues. The data were analyzed by using frequency, percentages,
means, standard deviation, F- test and Scheffe method.

Findings revealed that level of information literacy skills of first year students was at a
moderate level, and 52.07% of student test scores were found to be low than half of full score,
also the students feel that they have had training experiences concerning IL at moderate level.
This indicates that students have insufficient information literacy skills and need more training in
information literacy skills, especially standard 5 (understand the economic, legal, and social
issues). Which means that the university need to provide more training of information literacy

skills for first year students.



The result of the comparative analysis information literacy bases on variable test are as follows:
the students from different faculties did not have any significant difference on their IL skills of all
the five standards together, a comparative analysis of dual show that the Faculty of Architecture
students have an IL skills lower than the other faculty, the comparative analysis among students
with difference high school performance scores and from difference district education areas, did

not have any significant difference on their IL skills.



