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ABSTRACT

This thesis aims to study an objective and purpose of compoundable offense in legal
system of Thailand and Laos so that this thesis can suggest a guideline to implement in to Laos

Criminal Law.

This thesis has been used documentary research method, seeking from the document, the
law, textbooks, and also applied the theories which have been studied from articles, journal,
theses, research, both in Thai and Laos language. In addition, this thesis has been used field
research by using in dept interview officers in Laos legal professional. Then, I use ethical
ideology in criminal law theory and criminology theory to analyze the finding, especially I
employ theory of punishment utility theory and the idea about restorative justice as the study

frame.

The study finds that in Thailand and Laos has had assigned in compoundable offense
only in case that effects to individual more than effect to public. And both legal system give the
right to the injured person to have a part in procedure. But Thai legal system was influence by
Western Law that gives important to individualism that makes Thai compoundable offense
broader than Laos compoundable offense. Laos compoundable offense is influence by socialism
countries, especially the Soviet Union, that concerns State benefit or public benefit. The criminal
procedure will only operate by state and create compoundable offense can be applied only in

Close Relative Case.



For Thai compoundable offense, the study discovers that Thai Criminal Law has some
special characteristics that shapes compoundable offense, for example compoundable offense is
1) the offense that minor crime or the offense that affects to individual more than public, 2) the
offense that bases on private moral and truly intends to protect the injured person 3) the offense
that issue by law 4) the procedure intends to control injured person to conduct the case and 5)
injured person intention is a major condition to complete this offense. Moreover compoundable
offense in Thailand can be done at any time before a case ends. Further, to withdraw a case due
to compoundable offense leads to cease the case and cannot file the lawsuit for the same issue
again. But in Laos the parties of lawsuit do not have the right to do such procedure.
Compoundable offense can be done only by Legal Organization, for example the village
arbitration; the district arbitration room; the investigation organization; or prosecutor that can

make legally compoundable offense.

Furthermore the study find that the limits of Laos compoundable offense which leads to
1)criminal case are more appear in court 2) prisoners are imprison much more and this leads to
use more budget by government to operate prisons 3) restorative process is low efficiency 4) the
offenders who committed small crime will also have blemish after imprison process is done 5) the
injured person do not have real remedy. All they get is to imprison the offenders which is not the

real purpose of Criminal Law that wants peace in society

Moreover Laos compoundable offense case have come to the criminal procedure for
example the case that meets the criteria of compoundable offense never goes to court or merely
go to the village arbitration because in Laos criminal law compoundable offense must be offense
between cousin. Normally, when the case occurs between cousins, it will be settled within the
family. In addition, the justice officers, for example judges; attorney, police, agree with a
suggestion to revise Laos Criminal Law by extending border of compoundable offense in some
category such as obscene tort, traffic case that no body to perish, defraud of private person, the
assault case that does not leads to brutal injuries ,the theft of private person, defame, insult,
trespass, embezzle, illegal trade (buy stolen goods), reveal personal secret, annihilate
construction, commit arson by negligent, rascal, make injuries to people by negligent, illegal

possess people’s properties, all example case are private offense .



In conclusion, this study believes that extended border of Laos compoundable offense
will lead to reduce criminal case to the Court, the judges will have more time to examine the
serious case which affects public interest. Also, this will reduce number of prisoners then it will
reduce government budget. Finally, the defendants will have a chance to improve themselves.
The plaintiffs will have the right to remedy and make two parties live in the peaceful society
together. For many reasons demonstrate above Laos Criminal Law should be revised by

extending compoundable offense by study a possibility in each offense in properly ways.



