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ABSTRACT

This independent study entitled factors affecting forest conservation and the participation
of Pga K’nyau in Mae Na Chon Sub-district, Mae Chaem District, Chiang Mai Province aims to
study forest management, factors affecting forest conservation and the level of participation of
Pga K’nyau as well as suggesting guidelines in forest conservation in the area of Mae Na Chon
Sub-district, Mae Chaem District, Chiang Mai Province. Data collections were from 256
household representatives. Interviews were also carried out with relevant people who took part in
forest conservation. In addition, 69 community leaders were also surveyed. To analyze the data,
frequency, percentage and content analysis were used.

The result of the study is as follows;

The result of the study in forest management shows that Pga K’nyau’s way of life was
bound with forest and community because their way of life depends mainly on nature and
resource. For this reason, forest protection and preservation around the village area were
developed such as getting together to decide land boundaries, reporting forest encroachment,
participating in planting regarding the government planting project, putting out fires, putting up
the firebreaks around village and workplace etc.

The result of the study of factors affecting forest conservation explains that Pga K’nyau

in Mae Na Chon Sub-district have applied folk wisdom to forest preservation, for instance, village



preserved forest area management in order to decide area for resource usage. They have applied
traditional rite using baby placenta attached to trees and called those areas a “Debor forest”.
Forest rehabilitation like forestation on important days in calendars is way to reforest the nature
forest in order to replace the lost ones as well as the maintenance of the existing healthy forest.
The interesting aspect was the villagers who tried to look for other kind of industrial drop to
replace maize production. This points out that there was a concern about maize production as it is
area industrial drop. Monoculture of maize production in the area caused a change in ecology.
Some community leaders have requested the Royal Project to help with vegetable development to
prevent deforestation. At the same time, they suggested the governmental department to work on
this matter continuously. To manage the forest protection, the village rules were established in
utilization management, a clear land demarcation and the meetings held for agreement making
such as a clear boundary line to separate working land and living land was built, a clear separated
forest area and preservation area was made as well.

The result of studying the level of participation indicates that the participation can be
divided into 5 levels. Firstly, the activity that most villagers regularly participated in was the use
of forest in the area. Secondly, the activity that most villagers often participated in was taking part
in area forest development. Thirdly, the activity that most villagers sometimes participated in was
area forest reservation. Next, the activity that most villagers rarely participated in was forest
management according to local tradition and lastly, the activity that most villagers never
participated in was forest management according to traditional belief such as the paying respect to

water custom.



