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ABSTRACT

This feasibility study of open burning management in Maewan Sub-district, Prao District,
Chiangmai Province is aimed at finding the perception on open burning; management of
household wastes, agricultural wastes and feasibility of open burning management in Maewan
Sub-district, Prao District, Chiang Mai Province. Methodology comprises 2 parts, which are
collecting information by using questionnaires responded by 325 representatives from the
households in the area and interviewing with 11 community leaders. The study tools include
questionnaire and interview guide. Information will be analyzed by computerized system and
presented using descriptive statistic, frequency distribution and percentage.

The study of perception on open burning found that most of the respondents perceived
that open burning was mostly a common method of seeking for productions from the forest,
followed by household waste management, disposure of agricultural wastes, elimination of fuel in
the community forest to prevent forest fire and preparation of land for planting. Speaking of
perception of impact from open burning, most of the population was affected by this activity but
they did not do anything to sort out the problem since they took it for granted that it happened

every year. The only reason the population decided not to perform the open burning was because



they were afraid of being caught by officers, not because it had an impact on their health.
Activities that the population saw as solutions for the open burning included -creating
consciousness of environment protection and rehabilitation, launching a campaign of making
compost fertilizer from agricultural and household wastes, encouraging proper method of waste
burning, sharing knowledge, supporting a campaign of building local weir and using the benefit
of religious and cultural activity e.g. forest ordination project.

Moreover, from studying method of household and agricultural waste management, it
was found that the Maewan Sub-district population did not perform a proper waste management.
The population managed wastes from household in a way of burning as they perceived that it was
a proper way of waste management. For wastes from agriculture, they managed this by
transferring them into compost fertilizer as they agreed it was the proper activity. For public
forest land management, they decided to keep it as it was and the proper way to manage it was to
make compost fertilizer.

Results from a survey regarding opinion on management of open burning in Maewan
Sub-district found that 50.5 percent of the population was unsure that management of open
burning in Maewan Sub-district could be performed, while 37.8 percent of them thought this
could be performed. The person who could lead this activity should be community leader. The
method of putting the activity into action should be directed from official units, followed by
direction from Sub-district organization.

The researcher suggested 5 formats of open burning management and found that the
population supported for 1) prohibiting open burning, 2) defining dates for burning e.g. Mondays,
Wednesdays, Fridays only, 3) defining items to be burnt e.g. only tree limbs or leaves could be
burnt, 4) defining specific time for burning e.g. the only time allowed for burning was in the
morning, and 5) avoiding burning for further processing e.g. using weed for making compost

fertilizer.



