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ABSTRACT

The study of the Impacts of Community Forest Management on Community Welfare of
Ban Thachompoo, Moo 4, Tambon Thapardook, Amphoe Mae Tha, Changwat Lamphun aims to
1) study the process of Ban Thachompoo Community Forest Management; 2) study the
participation process in community forest management of Ban Thachompoo community forest
committee and members and 3) study community welfare caused by Ban Thachompoo
community forest management.

This study is a qualitative research in the area of Ban Thachompoo community, Moo 4,
Tambon Thapradook, Amphoe Mae Tha, Changwat Lamphun using snowball sampling. The
study methods included community forest situation survey, data collection from focus group
discussions, group interviews. Samples of information sources were as followed; community
leaders, community forest committee and members, representatives from communities chosen by
community forest as community welfare benefit recipients. Collected data were analyzed and
presented to explain the study result by using descriptive technique.

The result of the study showed that the process of Ban Tha chompoo community forest
management was first established in 1999 under the specific situations and conditions as
followed; first was forest degradation affecting people’s way of life and the condition of villagers’
lack of community resources management knowledge, second was water deficiency situation and

the condition of villagers’ self-reliance, third was the pursuit of knowledge base from outside the



community and the condition of community resources management request, the last was forest
management in a form of community forest and the condition of continuous benefit acquirement.
Therefore, the development of community forest management process was in accordance with 4
following elements that were 1) community forest organization has developed from informal
committee appointment to actually have formal community forest committee and members
participating in community forest project belonged to the Royal Forest Department; 2)
community forest regulations has been changed from prohibitions to actual regulations with rules
of penalty as well as rules with social penalty and punishment; 3) community forest management
activities and 4) community forest utilization such as water source, utilized plant resource
(bamboo) and food resource.

The continuous participation and learning of community forest committee and members
were organized into 4 factors that were problems and causes contemplation, community forest
management, benefit received from community forest and finally, follow-up and evaluation. From
these factors, the community is now be able to solve the water deficiency problem and establish
local community welfare based on culture and resources focusing on self-reliance adaptation in
order to lead them to a better standard and quality of life. The community welfare groups created
from water resource management are tap water user group (mountain) and Chompoothip drinking
water group. In addition, the community welfare groups created from food resource from
community forest management are community forest group and waste disposal group. As a result,
Ban Thachompoo villagers have increased their own ability in self-reliance, the sustainment in
community forest utilization and learning the community forest management as a base of
community welfare which will be an advantage for community forest management pattern and
guideline development in both relevant government section and other communities considering
setting themselves as an example on the participation in community forest management in the

near future.



