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ABSTRACT

This study on the management of medicinal plants in forest conservation zone by Baan
Hua Tung village community in Chiang Dao District of Chiang Mai Province has three main
objectives: 1) to examine the situations and forms with respect to the management by Baan Hua
Tung village community of the medicinal plants and their habitat protection area in forest
conservation zone in Chiang Dao, 2) to make investigation on the situations and forms concerning
the management by Baan Hua Tung village community of the medicinal plants in such protection
area, and 3) to understand the factors explaining the management capability and capacity of this
village community related to the management of relevant medicinal plants and land area. It
employed the qualitative research approach for analyzing the data and information obtained from
the review of literature, pertinent published reports, field interview and direct observation, focus
group discussion, researcher’s participation in community activities and village meetings. The
collected data and information were categorized and organized for performing the functional

analysis of the village community, the analysis on social relationship among community



members, and the analysis of overall relationship among various components of the management

and resource systems.

The findings to answer the first study objective revealed the medicinal plants and their
habitat protection area could be characterized as highly productive under a comprehensive land
management system encompassing the elements of integrated resource management, irrigation
system management with water sharing principle, knowledge management and transfer, eco-
tourism management, and medicinal plants management. The parties participated in these
community affairs were found to include the local villagers, government agencies, private sector,
and NGOs. The fundamental resource management process and procedures involved the land
boundary delineation and classification of forest types, establishment of rules and regulations for
land management and utilization, organization of resource conservation and rehabilitation
activities, use of rituals and local beliefs, and the building of knowledge transfer and learning
center. The driving mechanisms can be distinguished into three groups: the main driving
mechanism which was the Baan Hua Tung Community Forest group; the secondary driving
mechanism including such village organizations as the traditional irrigation system supervisors
group, the economic bamboo tree growing group, the Mae Ying Huk Thin (literally, women
holding dear to their native land) group, youth group, and medicinal plants conservation group;
and the supporting driving mechanism consisting various external agencies from government and

private sectors as well as NGOs.

In the aspects of situations and management arrangements concerning the medicinal
plants in the protection area, it was found there were 135 plant types in 60 plant families that the
local villagers had used for the treatments of 50 kinds of sickness and symptoms. Medicinal
plants caring and harvesting practices as well as usage appeared in the form of combining
traditional knowledge, wisdom, and beliefs with the modern alternatives recommended by the

government agencies within the framework of National Medicinal Plants Protection and



Conservation Management Plan. This Plan has been implemented in the context of medicinal
plants becoming protected species because of their economic significance and near extinction
status. The management arrangements thus must address the medicinal plants use, drug control
consideration, conservation and restoration of the wild species, as well as the transfer and
bestowing of traditional medicine knowledge.  The primary driving mechanisms in all of the
above efforts included the Community Forest Committee, the medicinal plants conservation

group, the Mae Ying Huk Thin group, and the local public health service units and offices.

The factors determining the capability and capacity of Baan Hua Tung village
community in managing land and medicinal plants in the protection area within the forest
conservation zone can be distinguished into internal and external sources. The internal
contributive factors were identified to include the relationship among community members,
knowledge and experience in resource management, strong community leaders, the community’s
common awareness for forest maintenance, the community’s common dependence on local
resources, and the recognized community right to natural resource management. The external
facilitating factors were found in the cooperation network with outside communities, the state
laws and policies, the significance of medicinal plants with economic value and the need for

conservation of the rare and near-extinction species, and other external supporting agencies.



