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ABSTRACT

The study of the application of sufficiency economy philosophy in building
sustainability of Yung Yuen Mae Tha Agricultural Cooperative Limited, Mae-on District, Chiang
Mai Province has 4 objectives which are; 1) To study the cooperative's operation of the sufficient
economy application. 2) To study the factors which lead to an acceptance from other institutes
and outside personnel to exchange knowledge with the cooperative. 3) To study the sustainable
ways to apply the sufficient economy in operating the cooperative. And 4) To share the study's
results with other cooperatives regarding the sufficient economy application and development.

The study was conducted by a qualitative research with specific case study. The
samples are divided in 5 groups consisting of 13 persons which are; 1) The group of a committee
chairman, a manager and a cooperative's personnel, 3 persons. 2) The group of leaders in the
cooperative community, 2 persons. 3) The group of other institutes and outside personnel whose
exchange the knowledge with the cooperative, 4 persons. 4) The founder of the cooperative, 1
person. And 5) The group of cooperative's membegs, 4 persons. The method was conducted by
in-depth interview with an observation as well as a study of the community's history and relevant
documents.

The study has shown that the members of Mae Tha community, Mae-On

District, Chiangmai Province have always been helping each other which lead to a strong unity in



the community. The foundation of Yung Yuen Mae Tha Agricultural Cooperative Limited was
originally from the members' requirement in order to solve problems as a legal entity. The
operation of the cooperative is to apply the sufficient economy in daily life and be able to pass it
to the next generation. According to a meaning of “Cooperative”, the members' main point is to
be able help themselves and others. The main purpose clearly aims to sustain the community and
its members without taking advantage of them which makes this cooperative different from
others. Nowadays, many people perceive a successful cooperative as a high profitable sector
operating in a big building which is different from the ideology of this cooperative. Therefore,
this study is to show another aspect of this small and rustic cooperative that has its own operating
system to earn less profits but successfully sustain its community. Because the cooperative truly
cares for its members, everybody is happy and proud to participate along with an overwhelming
acceptance from other institutes and outside personnel.

Accordingly, the study has revealed an advantage of this particular Yung Yuen
Mae Tha Agricultural Cooperative Limited, which makes it specially different from other
agricultural cooperatives. The community itself is strong. Members inherited traditional lifestyle
and culture from previous generations and educated the youth to understand and preserve the
community's value. In order to efficiently the application of sufficiency economy philosophy
in building sustainability of Yung Yuen Mae Tha Agricultural Cooperative Limited, the
researcher suggested the long-term development plan for the cooperative to handle an expanding
of the business sector and to increase the potential of its operation and personnel. However, other
relevant institutes should also help and support as well as advice the cooperative in other areas as

needed.



