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ABSTRACT

The study “Economic and Social Impacts from the Enforcement of Urban Chiang Mai
Comprehensive Plan” aimed to examine the possible economic and social impacts from the
enforcement of urban Chiang Mai comprehensive plan on the people, communities, and locals in
the yellow and green areas. In addition, the study intended to investigate the problems and
obstacles in enforcing the urban Chiang Mai comprehensive plan. Another objective was to
propose solutions to solve the problems which may be caused by the enforcement of urban
Chiang Mai comprehensive plan. This qualitative research employed structured interviews and
open-ended questions as the data collection methods in the fieldwork. The participants consisted
of the officials from Chiang Mai Public Works and Town and Country Planning Office, chief
executives of the sub-district administrative organizations, mayors, private sector leaders, and
academics.

The data indicated that the drafts of the urban Chiang Mai comprehensive plan affected
many types of business including the land price, housing production price, architecture, housing
projects, tourism industry, and hotels. In addition, the cost of production and logistic increased as
well as traffic related problems and the cost of commuting of the people. However, the income of
the local administrative organizations in the green zone (rural and agricultural) areas decreased.
For the solutions, it could be suggested that the Department of Public Works and Town and
Country Planning should educate all the concerned parties about urban comprehensive plan and

regulations in the use of lands. Furthermore, in stipulating urban Chiang Mai comprehensive plan



in the future, all concerned parties or representatives of these parties who are acknowledgeable
should participate more in providing methods or suggestions in drafting and stipulating the

regulations in the use of lands.



