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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were to study the learning process and life styles of
the Chinese students studying at undergraduate level in Chiang Mai Province. It employed
qualitative research using observation, in-depth interviews, semi-structural interviews,
and small group discussion. The collected information then was analyzed, concluded, and
discussed as follows. The Chinese students decided to further their education in Chiang Mai
because they had been concerned with the costs, opportunities, and learning substances on
tourism development and learning process through the undergraduate study programs, outside
classroom language learning or interaction with Thai people, learning from various learning
resources, learning on economy and employment, as well as learning on Thai society and
culture. All these were for the clear goal of not returning home after the study and their wish
to work in Thailand. They did not really want to learn about Thai society and culture.
Concerning their life styles, they spent life among their Chinese friends sharing supports to
assure their security. In regard to life outside the university, they had chance to be friend with
those of different cultures. Concerning their involvement in the social network, the Chinese
students had involved with the social network through the older class of Chinese students and
extra-study job engagement. Thai friends helped them on the study, getting extra-study job,

and travelling. The Chinese student network emerged from studying in the same institution



and helping one another on the study, career internship, and future job opportunity. All these
were done through the advices on life maintenance, problem solving relevant to the new
environment, and conveying friends to practice the job skill or working in the same company

or others known to them in other parts of the country.



