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ABSTRACT

Early adolescence is a period when male adolescents begin to develop sexual identity
and to search for their own real self, prior to entering adulthood. This qualitative study aims to
explore the perception of sexual identity among early male adolescents. Informants were early
male adolescents, aged between 10 to 14 years old, studying in secondary school in the Muang
District of Chiang Mai Province. Twenty eight informants were recruited using purposive and
snowball sampling. Data were collected between July 2010 and July 2011 by using focus group
discussion and in-depth interviews. Content analysis was adopted to analyze the data.

The results revealed that the perception of sexual identity among early male
adolescents could be encapsulated in three themes. First, diversity of masculinity consisted
of 3 subcategories, namely: 1) “Man-Tem-Tuo” (real man) 2) “Ab-Man” (act like man) and 3)
“Man-Sao” (lady boy) Second, the impression of their own sexual identity consisted
of 2 subcategories, namely: 1) proud of being male and 2) dissatisfaction of being male. Third,
the factors that influence sexual perception consisted of 4 subcategories as follows: 1) internal

factors, 2) child rearing in the family, 3) school and friends, and 4) media.



Results of this study raise the understanding about perception of sexual identity
among early male adolescents. The findings can lead to further study in order to develop
programs or interventions to enhance the development sexual identity among early male

adolescents in the future.



