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ABSTRACT

Informal bladesmiths face potential health risks as a result of unsafe and sub-standard
working conditions. This descriptive study aimed to examine health status related to risk at work
among 140 informal bladesmiths in both Phayao and Chiang Rai provinces. Data collection was
carried out during April to May 2013. The study instrument was an interview form of health
status related to risk focusing on work-related illnesses and injuries. This instrument was
reviewed by a panel of experts and received the content validity index of 0.99. Reliability was
tested and yielded an acceptable level (0.81-0.87). Data analysis was performed using descriptive
statistics.

The main findings revealed that the most common ailments possibly related to
occupational hazards exposure were musculoskeletal pain including arms/elbows/hands pain (35.00%)
and back pain (30.71%). It also found that one-fifth of the sample experienced tinnitus and eyes
irritation/itching, while 17.14% had hands or finger numbness. Only 4.29% of the sample reported
work-related stress. Work-related injuries during the past three months was 55.71%, the majority of which
were non-fatal injuries (96.52%). Injury causation was largely attributed to being struck by moving
objects (77.61%). The most commonly injured body parts were legs/calves/knees (45.27%).

The results of this study indicate that occupational and environmental health nurses

and related members of the health team should recognize the importance of health surveillance.



Enhancing disseminating of information regarding safety at work and health risks should be
encouraged to reduce occupational illnesses or injuries among informal bladesmiths, and to

contribute to work efficiency, and subsequently, to the quality of the product.



