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ABSTRACT

Parent participation in preventing infection among pediatric patients with cancer
receiving chemotherapy is beneficial for ill children, parents, and nurses. The purpose of this
study was to describe parent participation and its related factors. The concept of parent
participation by Schepp (1995) was used as the framework for this study. The study sample,
selected by purposive sampling, included 88 parents of children aged from 1 to 15 years with
cancer receiving chemotherapy and admitted to the pediatric units of Maharaj Nakorn Chiang Mai
Hospital, Chiangrai Prachanukroh Hospital, Lampang Hospital and Buddhachinaraj Hospital
during September to October 2012. The study instruments composed of 5 parts: Part 1 Children’s
Demographic Data Record Form, Part 2 Parents’ Demographic Data Record Form, Part 3 Parent
Participation Scales in Preventing Infection Among Pediatric Patients with Cancer Receiving
Chemotherapy, Part 4 Record of the Severity of the Risk for Infection, and Part 5 Infection and
Prevention of Infection in Pediatric Patients with Cancer Receiving Chemotherapy Questionnaire.

Data were analyzed using descriptive statistics and Spearman rank correlation.



Findings of this study showed that parents reported participating in preventing
infection. Fifty-two point three percent reported participating in child care at high levels and 42%
reported participating in child care at moderate levels. When considering each dimension, 71.6%
and 42% reported participating in routine care and information sharing at high levels,
respectively. Forty-eight point nine percent reported participating in technical care at moderate
levels and 34% reported participating in decision-making at a low level.

Overall parent participation in preventing infection among pediatric patients with
cancer receiving chemotherapy were found to be negatively correlated with parents’ knowledge
about preventing infection at a high level (r =.880 , p<.05). Technical care and information
sharing were found be to be positively related to parents’ knowledge about preventing infection at
a high level (r = .889 and r = .864 , p<.05, respectively). Decision-making and routine care were
not related to parents’ knowledge about preventing infection. There was no relationship between
overall and dimensional parent participation in preventing infection among pediatric patients with
cancer receiving chemotherapy, and severity of the risk for infection.

The results of this study provide nurses with an understanding of parent participation
in preventing infection among pediatric patients with cancer receiving chemotherapy and
recognizing the importance of parents’ knowledge about the preventing infection on parent

participation in caring for pediatric patients with cancer receiving chemotherapy.



