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ABSTRACT

This research set out to examine the capacity and roles of Women Development Groups
in Mueang Khelangnakorn Municipality, Lampang Province, Thailand. It also aimed to explore
the impact of WDGs on local development policy, with particular reference to the feminist
perspective on the strengthening of local communities, as well as the contribution of women's
organizations to local development based on the principles of Good Governance.

The study reveals that originally the groups initially had only a basic idea about structural
organization; but since 2010 they have developed a clear and strong organizational structure. The
study also finds that many initiatives have been carried out in accordance with national
government policy. Although feminism has, up to now, apparently played only a small role in
local development, the study reveals more promising signs for the near future. Although the
groups are considered to be merely ‘interest groups’, the research shows that the groups manage
to make a feminist perspective on policy clear to local government. However, in terms of the
requirements of transparency, the groups have not so far taken a full role.

Despite the fact that the WDGs do not currently play a significant role in the local arena,
the study clearly shows the groups’ determination to fulfill their aim of strengthening the role of
WDGs by continuing to carry out their activities according to the three pillars — economic, social
and cultural, and political — and emphasizing the crucial role that gender can play in the success

of local development initiatives.



