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ABSTRACT

This study aims to analyze factors leading to the formation of protests against the
construction of the community’s garbage power generating system. The study also has a focus on
the explanations of social movement, characters of the movement, and the method of protests
against the construction of garbage power generating system.

Qualitative research methodology was employed in the study. Data were collected from
documents, field surveys, and in-depth interviews from the five main interviewees which were 1)
the administrators and the officers of Ban Klang Municipality in office during the project, 2) the
leaders of the protests, 3) the people who participated during the protests, 4) the relevant
government officers, and 5) the people who supported the project.

The results of the study were as follows.

1. The social movement against the construction of garbage power generating system of
Ban Klang Municipality, Mueang Lamphun district was a formation of the people in the area who
were affected by the project. The reasons for the protests were that the project had environmental
impacts which affected the villagers. In addition, the project’s transparency was suspicious: no
public hearing was held nor information about the project was publicized by the Ban Klang
Municipality. Moreover, people in the adjacent areas were not allowed to share their opinions.

Therefore, the people in the area formed protests against the project.



2. The protests of the people in the area were based on the concept of aggregation under
the belief of the efficiency in the aggregation rather than solo protest. Although the environmental
issue was a justification for the protest, some participants were not aware of the significance of
natural resources and environment according to the ecological concepts. Moreover, the group
formation was only temporary, called informal group. Once the group’s interests are met, it will
disband; the group will not develop into a strong organization.

3. The movement’s aim was not to seize the government’s power like the present social
movement. Instead, it aimed to solve the emerging problems. The concept of civil society was
employed in the movement to strengthen the villagers’ connection. The public political space that
the group created could act as a protest against the environmental impacts.

The recommendations of the study were as follows.

1. Since the movement caused conflicts, it is necessary to collect data from every group
to explore every aspect of the movement which could lead to the actual explanation of the
situation.

2. This study implied the significance of allowing the people to participate in the
management of community’s environmental and natural resources problems with the government
sectors or other relevant organizations. The people’s participation would also allow the
government sectors to acknowledge its weaknesses in order to prevent the future problems that

could affect the people.



