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ABSTRACT

The Management of Shalakapat Tradition of Ban Tha Chai, Sri Satchanlai District,
Sukhothai Province by Civil Society Participations was studied for the following purposes; (1) to
learn about social history contexts, (2) cultures of Ban Tha Chai, (3) stories and value of
Shalakapat Tradition and (4) the difficulties of traditional management as well as to purpose
method of administration to operate Shalakapat tradition of Ban Tha Chai, Sri Satchanlai District,

Sukhothai Province with civil society involvements.

Comprehensive contexts of communities, societies, burdens and the management of
Shalakapat tradition of Ban Tha Chai were studied by analyzing related documents, observing and
interviewing using particular format to obtain opinions from the studied samples. The
information gathered will be classified and analyzed descriptively in order to acquire the most
appropriate management methods for Shalakapat Tradition of Ban Tha Chai, Sri Satchanlai

District, Sukhothai Province with civil society participations.

According to the results, Ban Tha Chai community was settled more than ten decades ago.

Community name ‘Tha Chai’ distorted from its original ‘Thasai’. The original name derived from



community surrounded natures which were full of banyan trees which covered the waterfront of
Yom River. Ban Tha Chai is a small community. Public houses are combined into larger groups
according to the kinship. Villagers’ lifestyles are bound to the river that was used for their
consumptions and agricultures. The villagers are Buddhist in nature and temple called ‘Chai Sit
Tha Raam’ is a center of their spiritual thought. Shalakapat tradition has never been written in
words so interviews and observations from the savants were used for data collection. As a result
of the study, it was found that Shalakapat tradition of Ban Tha Chai originally occured because of
villagers’ faith in Buddhism. The Shalakapat was an ancient custom inherited from the ancestors
and was a belief from the earlier era. The name Shalakapat refers to method of randomly offering
consumer goods to the monks. Furthermore, Shalakapat was the key principles which the former
Buddha determined in the propose of creating the awareness of equality and unity among the
clergies. Most importance practice of this tradition is to offer consumption goods at random to the

monks.



