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ABSTRACT

The study of roles of community leaders in Tonthongchai sub-district constituency,
Lampang province towards the provincial administrative organization chief election on 8 July
B.E. 2555 is quantitative and qualitative research aiming (1) to study and explain political roles
of community leaders in Tonthongchai sub-district, Mueang district, Lampang province, (2) to
study and analyze the roles of community leaders towards the provincial administrative
organization chief election in Tonthongchai sub-district, Mueang district, Lampang province, and
(3) to study the roles of community leaders affecting the population participating in the
provincial administrative organization chief election in Tonthongchai sub-district, Mueang
district, Lampang province. The study samples were as follows: 419 samples were sclected by
applying the random sampling selection entitled Taro Yamne at the confidence level of 95% from
12,250 voters aged above 18 years old residing in Tonthongchai sub-district. In addition, 10
community leaders were selected by using purposive sampling. Data collection and analysis were
carried out through frequency distribution, percentage, mean and standard deviation. The results
of the analysis were presented in a table used for lecturing. The study results were summarized as
follows:

The overall image of the political roles of community leaders in Tonthongchai sub-
district, Lampang province, was at a high level due to the continuous help from community

leaders in traditional and cultural festivals. The second was the responsibility towards working



performance, which affects the well-being of people in the community by providing the
community with donations or contributions such as amplifiers, tables, chairs, tents, etc.

The overall image of opinion towards community leaders affecting people’s political
participation in election was at moderate level due to the community leaders acting as election
canvassers assisting candidates and helping with the campaigns. The second was the community
leaders continuously public reporting the name list of Lampang provincial administrative
organization chief's candidates in their local area. The community leaders would normally
persuade the people in the community to apply for one of their party’s members as well as
cooperate with the government in publicizing the knowledge about Lampang provincial
administrative organization chief election to everyone in the community.

From interviewing the community leaders, it was shown that they had no influence
over the people’s decision-making on the provincial administrative organization chief election on
8 July B.E. 2555 as well as no roles affecting the people’s decision-making on this election.
People in community had enough knowledge to judge and most of them showed political
attentiveness. Moreover, they showed a strong understanding of their roles and responsibilities on
this election. There were reasons for people’s decisions in choosing these candidates such as
previous achievements, knowledge and skills, and being a native living in the local area of
Lampang province.

From the researcher’s participant observation, it is found that community leaders in
Tonthongchai sub-district who actually had an effect on Lampang provincial administrative
organization chief election were election canvassers assisting candidates and helping with the
campaigns.

As for suggestions, the local people should be encouraged to have political strength by
being able to express their opinions and needs through community groups or organizations. They
should have the opportunities to get involved in political participation. For example, allowing
local people to join municipal council conferences and managing the council conferences time in
accordance with the people’s would be ideal opportunities. A group of people in community who
are considered to have enough knowledge and skills should be appointed to investigate

administration and law enforcement in any form.



