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ABSTRACT

Purposes of this thesis are 1.) to study the community’s implementation of the concept
of community’s right, community’s forest, community’s participation, and the community’s
strengthening, for the management of the Wiang Dong’ s community forest,2.) to analyze the
relationship between government sectors, private sectors , and the community, and 3.) to study the
procedures for the enhancement of community’s strength. The research methodologies for this
thesis are comprised of the qualitative research, documentary research, participation observation,
together with the in-dept interview.

Result of the research revealed that the locals are suffered by the government’s natural
resources management policy under the economic concerns which serves only the private sectors.
The obvious case is the policy of the Land Development Department for the transformation of
forest to the farm land, then allow the locals (as well as the private sectors) to utilize those land for
any agricultural purposes. Hence, numbers of the misuse of the land by the investors, such as the
commercialized tangerine farming, are considered the caused the severe damaging to the
community’s forest, as well as the conflict between the locals and the investors. However, the
conflict has also enhanced the formation of the Wiang Dong Community’s Forest Protection

Group which generated the rules and regulations for the utilization and conservation of the forest.



To reach the purpose for the formation of the strong Wiang Dong community, the
following strategies have been initiated and implemented ; the enhancement of the collective value
for the protection of community forest which require the public participation, the enhancement of
the community’s awareness on the value of the community forest which support of local’s way of
life and traditions, and the enhancement of the role of strong leaders who could build up the
community’s unity, as well as the awareness of locals’ intellectual in forest conservation. To
support the sustainable strong community, the promotion of new generation’s participation in
forest conservation is also considered another success factors. What the locals learned from the
experience of encountering with the tangerine farming investors has raised them the awareness of
the value of community’s rights in self management for the protection of their community’s
forest.

Finally, this thesis would like to propose some suggestions as the enhancement for the
cooperation between the government and the community. Government, as the more powerful
party, should play the role as the foster body. The community, as the local stakeholder, should
build up the guideline for the conservation of community forest in accordance with the local
intellectual throughout the formation of strong community, the public participation in
community’s activities, and the transferring of local knowledge for the management of community
forest which is the continually way to conserve and transfer the local intellectual to the next

generation.



