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ABSTRACT

This thesis aims to study the characteristics of erotic novels in Thai social context and the
representation of Thai women in erotic novels by Thai male writers. The results show that Thai
erotic novels are influenced by western ideas and writing methods. In creating literature, Thai
writers apply the ideas and methods that are suitable to Thai social context by portraying sexual
issues through plots, characters, setting, atmosphere and exquisite writing resulting in Thai erotic
novels being more delicate than western erotic novels. There are 3 portrayals of Thai women
created by Thai male writers in their erotic novels. The first portrayal is Thai women as a mother
and idealistic wife. The second portrayal of Thai women is a sexual object to relieve sexual
tension for men. Their role and status in the Thai society, politics and culture are, therefore,
inferior to men. The last portrayal is creating the sense of being “the other” in Thai women
through the portrayal of sexual behaviors that are unacceptable to the norms of society and
womanhood. Therefore, it can be said that the portrayal of women in Thai erotic novels by Thai
male is the representation of women based on the unequal power relations between man and
women which results in the significant devaluation of women and limits their role to only sexual-

related issues.



