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ABSTRACT

Chiang Saen is an old and dynamic city with long history as a capital and a bordering city
which has impact on the use and change of public space. However, there is a limited number of
studies about public space in Chiang Sean that can guide the conservation and development of
public space. The objectives of this research are to survey the public space and interview the
people about the meaning, forms, locations, uses, problems and needs for public space in the city.
The qualitative methods were based on observation, physical survey and interview. The samples
include the residents, academics and related government and non-governmental parties. The
fieldwork data was analysed which resulted into guidelines for physical development of public
space. The research found that Chiang Saen people perceive the meaning of public space as an
opened, wide and a central place of the city where everyone can use, access and conduct diverse
activities. Public space can be found in three forms — open plazas, roadways and parks. Public
space commonly locates in the community, nearby commercial districts and along the riverside.
The uses of public space are varied for social, commercial and daily life activities while the uses
of space are continuous, relaxed and informal. Problems of public space relate to the lack of
defined boundaries, the disconnecting link of networks and inappropriate management. Needs for
public space tend to increase while preferred spaces tend to be smaller and scattered inside the
neighbourhood. This research suggests that the physical development of public space should

respond to city policies and its direction.



